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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) and IEC (the International Electrotechnical
Commission) form the specialized system for worldwide standardization. National bodies that
are members of ISO or IEC participate in the development of International Standards through
technical committees established by the respective organization to deal with particular fields of
technical activity. ISO and IEC technical committees collaborate in fields of mutual interest. Other
international organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO and IEC, also
take part in the work.

The procedures used to develop this document and those intended for its further maintenance are
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Introduction

This document, EPUB accessibility, addresses two key needs in the EPUB® ecosystem:

— discoverability of the accessible qualities of EPUB publications;

— evaluation and certification of accessible EPUB publications.

The provision of accessibility metadata facilitates informed decisions about the usability of an EPUB
publication. Consumers can review the qualities of the content and decide whether an EPUB publication
is appropriate for their needs, regardless of whether it meets the bar of being certified broadly

access
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docun

ihle At o minimnm’ all EPUR pnh]ir‘afinnc that conform to this document meet th

hta requirements described in Clause 6.

ghithas always been possible to create EPUB publications with a high degree)of acg
ent also sets formal requirements for content to be certified as accessible. These

provide authors a clear set of guidelines to evaluate their content against/and allow c

quality
Clause

. An accessible EPUB publication is one that meets the accessibility requirements a
7.

e accessibility
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5 described in
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cannof
descri

This d
public
versio

Ideally
technd

NOTE
Freque|

meet broad accessibility requirements. The requirements for optimized pul
bed in Clause 8.

ocument does not target a single version of EPUB. It is designed to be applic
htions that conform to any version or profile (e.g-BPUB 2[2] or ISO/IEC 23736-1), in
hs of the standard.

, these guidelines will be instructive in gyaluating any digital publication built
logies, although ensuring such applicatién is outside the scope of this document.

For additional background on the decisions that went into this document, refer to EPU
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Digital publishing — EPUB accessibility — Conformance
and discoverability requirements for EPUB publications

1 Scope

This document specifies content conformance requirements for verifying the accessibility of EPUB
publications. It also specifies accessibility metadata requirements for the discoverability of EPUB

public

2 N

The fo

consti

undatg

ISO 15
Proper

ISO/IH
ISO/IH

RFC 3
https:,

htions.

prmative references

llowing documents are referred to in the text in such a way that some or all of]
utes requirements of this document. For dated references, only the edition cite
d references, the latest edition of the referenced document (including any amendn]

836-2, Information and documentation — The Dublin Core meétadata element set —
ties and classes

C 23736-2, Information technology — Digital publishing<— EPUB 3.0.1 — Part 2: Pub
C 40500, Information technology — W3C Web Cofitent Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG

/tools.ietf.org/html/rfc3987

3 Terms and definitions

For th
ISO/IE

ISO an

IS

similarto iiow

e purposes of this document, the terms and definitions given in ISO/IEC
C 40500 apply.

d IEC maintain terminolegical databases for use in standardization at the following

D Online browsingplatform: available at https://www.iso.org/obp

C Electropedia:.available at http://www.electropedia.org/

ccesstechniques

D87, Internationalized Resource Identifiers¢(IRIs). M Duerst, et al. January 2009.

their content
d applies. For
ents) applies.

Part 2: DCMI

ications
) 2.0

Available at

23736-2 and

addresses:

publications,

techniques to

achieve them. This approach allows the guidelines to remain stable even as the format evolves.

To facilitate this approach, the companion EPUB Accessibility Techniques!Zl document outlines
conformance techniques. These techniques explain how to meet the requirements of this document for
different versions of EPUB.

5 Application to older versions

This document is designed to be applicable to any EPUB publication, even if the content conforms to
an older version of EPUB that does not refer to this document (e.g. EPUB 2[2]).
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Authors of such EPUB publications are encouraged to create content in conformance with the
accessibility and discoverability requirements of this document. Upgrading to the latest version of
EPUB to get access to the most advanced accessibility features and techniques is also encouraged.

6 Discoverability

6.1 General

Unlike web pages, EPUB publications are designed to be distributed through many channels for personal
consumption — a model that has made EPUB a successful format for ebooks and other types of digital
publications. i i ifi i ibility of a
publication n¢ed to travel with it.

An online bopkstore aggregating content from publishers and authors, for example, does nof know
the productidn quality that went into each submission unless the publisher informs:them through
metadata.

Ensuring thatlthe accessible qualities of an EPUB publication can be discovered-by ‘dny interested party
is therefore a primary concern. Users need to be able to gauge the usability of@an-EPUB publication when
they purchasg, borrow or otherwise obtain it, a determination that requires knowing the afforflances
made to meet{the accessibility requirements.

Similarly, conjtent that does not meet the accessibility requirements of this document dogs not
necessarily fdil to meet the needs of individual users.

Only through(the provision of rich metadata can a user decide'if the content is suitable for them.

6.2 Package metadata

All EPUB publications shall include accessibility metadata in the package document that exposes their
accessible prgperties, regardless of whether thepublications also meet the accessibility (Claus¢ 7) or
optimization [Clause 8) requirements.

EPUB publications shall include the followitig accessibility metadata:

— Access mpdes — a human sensory’perceptual system or cognitive faculty necessary to progess or
perceive the content (e.g. textual, visual, auditory, tactile).

— Accessibility features —(features and adaptations that contribute to the overall accessibility of the
content (¢.g. alternativetext, extended descriptions, captions).

— Accessibility hazards — any potential hazards that the content presents (e.g. flashing, motion
simulatiopn, sound).

— Accessibi|ity»summary — a human-readable summary of the overall accessibility, which includes a
description of any known deficiencies (e.g. lack of extended descriptions, specific hazards).

EPUB publications should include the following accessibility metadata:

— Sufficient access modes — a set of one or more access modes sufficient to consume the content
without significantloss of information. An EPUB publication can have more than one set of sufficient
access modes for its consumption depending on the types of content it includes (i.e. unlike access
modes, this property takes into account any affordances for content that is not broadly accessible,
such as the inclusion of transcripts for audio content).

EPUB publications may include the following accessibility metadata:

— Accessibility application programming interfaces (APIs) — to indicate the resource is compatible
with the specified accessibility API. This property is typically only used to indicate that the use of
scripting in an EPUB publication follows Accessible Rich Internet Applications (WAI-ARIA) 1.1[3]

2 © ISO/IEC 2021 - All rights reserved


https://iecnorm.com/api/?name=01ff27d208cc3337627095370af6bf14

ISO/IEC 23761:2021(E)

authoring practices, as compatibility with operating system accessibility APIs is
reading systems.

a concern for

— Accessibility controls — input methods that can be used to access the content (e.g. keyboard, mouse).

Authors may include additional accessibility metadata not specified in this subclause.

NOTE

these properties and how to include them in different versions of EPUB. See also DIST-002: Includ

See Discovery Metadata Techniques in EPUB Accessibility Techniques!Z] for more information on

e accessibility

metadata in distribution records in EPUB Accessibility TechniqueslZl for more information on including

accessibility metadata in other formats.

6.3

cdmetadataTecords

Accesdibility metadata can also be included in linked records (see ISO/IEC 2373652)
records referenced from 1ink elements), but the inclusion of such metadata solely”in a
does npt satisfy the discoverability requirements of this document.

7 Accessible publications

EPUB |s built on the Open Web Platform, with HTML, CSS, JavaScript and SVG, the corg
used for content authoring. The use of these technologies means that EPUB public3
authorled with a high degree of accessibility simply through the proper application of es
accessjbility techniques.

The pif
Guidel
to est
percei
access

imary source for the production of accessible web content is the W3C Web Conten
ines (WCAG) 2.0 (ISO/IEC 40500). This document leverages the extensive work don
hblish benchmarks for accessible content, and the same four high-level content
yable, operable, understandable and’robust — are central to creating EPUB publicd
ble.

This cl
uniqusg

ause defines how to apply the-conformance criteria defined in WCAG 2.0 and addrg
to EPUB publications.

EPUB

access|bility for users with'a wide variety of reading needs and preferences.

7.2 Relationshipto WCAG

WCAG

cover
to ric

2.0 (ISOAEC 40500) and its associated techniques (WCAG 2.0 techniques) proy
ge ofissues and solutions for web content accessibility — from tables to embeddg
sémantics. They represent the foundation that this document builds upon.

[i.e. metadata
linked record

technologies
itions can be
fablished web

[ Accessibility
e in WCAG 2.0
principles —
tions that are

sses qualities

publications authored to comply with the requirements in this clause will have a lhigh degree of

ide extensive
d multimedia

This document does not repeat the requirements or techniques introduced in thos
as it risks breaking compatibility between the two standards (e.g. putting guidance o

e documents,
ut of sync, or

in conflict). At the same time, although the requirements are not individually called out, it does not

diminish their importance in creating EPUB publications that are accessible.

This document instead defines how to apply WCAG 2.0 to an EPUB publication — which
of web documents as opposed to a single page (7.3.2.1) — and adds an additional set of
(7.4). These requirements are no more or less important than those covered in WCAG

is a collection
requirements
2.0; they are

simply necessary to follow for EPUB publications. (The relationship to WCAG 2.0 is explained for each

requirement in its respective subclause.)

The same is true of the techniques in the EPUB Accessibility Techniques[Zl document. It provides

coverage of techniques that are unique to EPUB publications, or that need clarification in

the context of

an EPUB publication. It does not mean that the rest of the WCAG techniques are not applicable.
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As a result, although this clause can be read without deep knowledge of WCAG 2.0 conformance, to
implement the accessibility requirements of this document will require an understanding of WCAG 2.0.

Because this document adds requirements that are not a part of WCAG 2.0, an EPUB publication can
conform to WCAG 2.0 without conforming to this document.

7.3 WCAG

conformance

7.3.1 WCAG conformance requirements

EPUB publications shall meet WCAG 2.0 Level A (ISO/IEC 40500) to be conformant with this document,

s Ao d el aa] a1 1LAA
but it is reconmrended-that ey nmreetoeverar.

NOTE Alth
level of conforr

cited as the beichmark for accessibility in legal frameworks and policies, for example. Additionally, any p

or distributor g
7.3.2 Evalu

7.3.2.1 Pag

The WCAG 2.(
closely resem
a common pu

Consequently]
documents, a
accessibility g

For example,
if the publicat
document is ¢
if either is mij

ough this document only requires Level A conformance, local and national laws candnflue
hance an EPUB publication has to meet to be considered accessible. Level AA conformance

f EPUB publications can demand higher conformance requirements than the baseline defing
ating WCAG conformance

e and publication

principles focus on the evaluation of individual web pages, but an EPUB publicatio
bles what WCAG 2.0 refers to as a set of web pages: £]a] Collection of Web pages tha
rpose” (ISO/IEC 40500).

when evaluating the accessibility of an EPUBpublication, individual pages — or g
5 they are known in EPUB 3 — cannot be-feviewed in isolation. Rather, their
s parts of a larger work also shall be evaluated.

t is not sufficient for individual EPUB content documents to have a logical reading
ion presents them in the wrong order. Likewise, including a title for every EPUB g
omplementary to providing a.title for the publication: the overall accessibility is a
sing.

The WCAG 2.
shall be evalu

More inform
Accessibility

7.3.2.2 Apj

When evaluaf]

guidelines for content'to be perceivable, operable, understandable and robust thg
ted against the fullkEPUB publication, not only to each content document within it

ition about applying these guidelines to EPUB publications is available in the
[echniques(Zh

lying the conformance criteria

ing an' EPUB publication, the WCAG 2.0 conformance criteria (ISO/IEC 40500) are 3

nce the
s often
focurer
d here.

1 more
[ share

ontent
bverall

order
ontent
fected

refore

EPUB

pplied

as follows:

— When determining compliance with a conformance level, the EPUB publication as a whole shall
meet the conformance requirements of the level claimed.

— Authors shall not use EPUB's fallback mechanisms to provide a conforming alternate version, as
there is no reliable way for users to access such fallbacks. If fallbacks are used, both the primary
content and its fallback(s) shall meet the requirements for the conformance level claimed. EPUB-
specific fallback mechanisms include manifest fallbacks, bindings and content switching via the
epub: switch element.

When determining compliance with the "Full Pages" requirement (i.e. that parts of a page cannot

be excluded when making a conformance claim), the entirety of each EPUB content document shall
achieve the conformance level and every content document in the EPUB publication shall meet the
stated conformance level.
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7.4 EPUB requirements

7.4.1

Page navigation

7.4.1.1 Objective

Provide navigation to static page break locations.

7.4.1.2 Understanding this objective

Statically paginated content is still ubiquitous, as print continues to be the most consumed medium for

books
of stat

As a1
disadv
public

The in
reflow

Provid
equivy
depen
of the

7.4.1.3
Autho

— th
pu

— th
en

— th
al

Autho
equivg

A confj

htion (e.g. if a teacher instructs students to all turn to a specific page)

clusion of page boundary locations helps bridge this disparity. by ensuring th
able media are not disadvantaged by their choice.

ing page navigation also helps in reflowable publications®hat do not have a static:

ling on the viewport size and user's font settings. As/a result, coordinating location
tame EPUB publication can be complicated without'static references.

Meeting this objective

e EPUB publication is identified as'the dynamically paginated equivalent of a static
blication (e.g. included in a print/digital bundle);

e EPUB publication is offered as an alternative to a statically paginated pub
vironment where the use/of both versions can be reasonably predicted (e.g. educat

e EPUB publicatipiiiand a statically paginated publication are generated from a ¥
ows the retentjon-of page break locations across formats.

's may incliide page navigation in reflowable EPUB publications without staticg
lents.

— It

both among the general reading public and in educational settings. Print is not,tHe only source
c pagination either: static page boundaries are also present in fixed-layout digital‘publications.

esult, a non-visual reader in an environment where statically paginated“contgnt is used is
antaged relative to his or her peers by not being able to easily locate thre same lofcations in the

t those using

11ly paginated

lent. The default pagination of these publications by reading systems is not static, since it changes

b aImong users

s should include page navigation in anEPUB publication whenever any of the following cases
is trug:

lly paginated
ication in an
on);

vorkflow that

lly paginated

brmant EPUB publication shall meet the following criteria when it includes page nayigation:

thall nravida 2 mannce aflacatinagtha naao hraal lacatiane
provieae—a-HeahiSorroedeE e

JTrertT P st ot ot eroTToT

— It may include page break markers.

— It shall identify the source of the page breaks.

In addition, if page numbers are read aloud in a synchronized text-audio playback of the content (e.g.
EPUB 3 media overlays), authors shall identify the page numbers in the markup that controls the
playback.

See page markers in EPUB Accessibility Techniques[Zl for more information on the inclusion of page
navigation in EPUB publications.
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7.4.1.4 Relationship to WCAG

The inclusion of page navigation represents one method of achieving the multiple ways success criterion
(ISO/IEC 40500), as it provides another meaningful way for users to access the content (e.g. in addition
to the table of contents, linear reading order and any other navigation aids).

Given the importance of page navigation in mixed print/digital environments, the requirement to
include this feature has higher precedence than it would be given solely as one of many ways to meet
the multiple ways success criterion.

7.4.2 Media overlays playback

7.4.2.1 Objlective

Structure media overlays to provide more accessible playback experiences.

7.4.2.2 Understanding this objective

Media overlays provide an accessible playback experience for anyone who bénefits from having text
and audio syrchronized. They are also useful to users who only require audig_playback, or only benefit
from reading|with text highlighting. Media overlays also enable a seamléss' playback experience from
beginning to ¢nd of an EPUB publication for all these users.

The most bagic media overlay documents (ISO/IEC 23736-5) provide only minimal instructions to
reading systems, however. They indicate the text to highlight and\the audio clip that correspondq to the
text. The resullt is that users only have basic start and stop options available.

Authors need| to add structure and semantics to media ‘avérlay documents to allow reading systems
to present mgre usable experiences. With richer markup, a reading system could provide the [ability
to skip past gecondary content that interferes with the primary narrative, escape users from deeply
nested strucffures like tables, and allow them tovhavigate through the sections of the publjcation
without havirg to go to the table of contents.

7.4.2.3 Meeting this objective

Media overlay documents should meet the requirements in ISO/IEC 23736-5. It is not necesdary to
meet any addjtional requirementsibeyond those defined in ISO/IEC 23736-5 to be conformant with this
document.

To improve the usability_af media overlays, however, authors are encouraged to ensure theil EPUB
publications theet the fallowing criteria:

— identify :El skippable structures (ISO/IEC 23736-5) in the media overlay documents;

— identify alh&scapable structures (ISO/IEC 23736-5) in the media overlay documents;

— include a media overlay document for the EPUB navigation document (ISO/IEC 23736-5).

7.4.2.4 Relationship to WCAG

Adding structure and semantics to media overlay documents broadly falls under the objective of the info
and relationships success criterion (ISO/IEC 40500). Without structured and semantically meaningful
playback sequences, the effect is to deprive users of rich navigation of the content.

7.5 Conformance reporting

Conformance reporting is achieved through the expression of metadata properties in the EPUB package
document. The metadata uses a combination of properties from ISO 15836-2 and the EPUB accessibility
vocabulary in Annex A.

6 © ISO/IEC 2021 - All rights reserved
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To indicate that an EPUB publication conforms to the accessibility requirements of this document, it
shall include a conformsTo property in accordance with ISO 15836-2 and an a11y:certifiedBy property

(A.2.1)

The value of the conformsTo property shall be one of the following IRIs:

http://www.idpf.org/epub/ally/accessibility-20170105.html#wcag-a
The EPUB publication meets all accessibility requirements and achieves WCAG 2.0 Level A conformance
(ISO/IEC 40500).

http://www.idpf.org/epub/ally/accessibility-20170105.html#wcag-aa
The EPUB publication meets all accessibility requirements and achieves WCAG 2.0 Level AA

conformance (ISO/TEC 40500)

http: f/www.idpf.org/epub/ally/accessibility-20170105.html#wcag-aaa
The EPUB publication meets all accessibility requirements and achieves WEAG 2.

confo

NOTE

ance (ISO/IEC 40500).

An EPUB publication that only meets the content requirements ofthis docums

conformance using the WCAG conformance URI “http://www.w3.org/TR/2008/REC-WCAG]

(ISO/IH
will fuy

The a1

NOTE }
thatcr

The fo
values

<metad
<dc
<mef]

<lin
access

</%et5
The fo
values

<metad
<dc
<meft
<lin

accesy

</mets

C 40500). If accessibility metadata is supported through other means {(ejg. ONIX[9] record
ther improve the discoverability of the publication.

1y:certifiedBy property specifies the name of the party that evaluated the EPUB

Conformance evaluation can be done by any individualr party. The evaluator can be
pated the EPUB publication or a third party.

lowing example shows an EPUB 3 publication.that has been self-evaluated by the
of the dc:publisher and ally:certifiedByproperty are the same).

ata>

jpublisher>Acme Publishing Inc.</dC:publisher>

a property="ally:certifiedBy"xRAeme Publishing Inc.</meta>
k rel="dcterms:conformsTo" href="http://www.idpf.org/epub/ally/
ibility-20170105.html#wcagsaa"/>

data>

of the dc:publishertand ally:certifiedBy property differ).
ata>
jpublisher>aame Publishing Inc.</dc:publisher>

a properfy="ally:certifiedBy">Foo's Accessibility Testing</meta>
k rel=s"dgterms:conformsTo" href="http://www.idpf.org/epub/ally/
ibild€y=~20170105.html#wcag-aa"/>

data>

D Level AAA

nt can report
0-20081211/"
5), its inclusion

bublication.

the same party

bublisher (the

llowing example shows.an EPUB 3 publication that has been evaluated by a third party (the

The fo

lowing example shows an EFUB 5 publication that has been sell-evaluated by the a

<metadata>

<dc:

creator>Jane Doe</dc:creator>

<meta property="ally:certifiedBy">Jane Doe</meta>
<link rel="dcterms:conformsTo" href="http://www.idpf.org/epub/ally/
accessibility-20170105.html#wcag-aa"/>

</%etadata>
The following example shows a self-evaluated EPUB 2 publication.

<metadata>

<dc:

publisher>Acme Publishing Inc.</dc:publisher>

<meta name="dcterms:conformsTo" content="http://www.idpf.org/epub/ally/
accessibility-20170105.html#wcag-aa"/>

© ISO/IEC 2021 - All rights reserved
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<meta name="ally:certifiedBy" content="Acme Publishing Inc."/>

</metadata>

NOTE 3 Ifan EPUB publication is evaluated by an organization, users will typically want to know the name of
that organization. Including the name of the individual(s) who carried out the assessment, instead of the name of
the organization, is generally discouraged, as it can diminish the trust the user has in the claim.

If the party that evaluates the content has been issued a credential or badge that establishes their
authority to evaluate content, that information is supplied in an alily:certifierCredential property

(A.2.2).

The following example shows a credential.

<meta proper]
If the party t
assessment is

The following

<link rel="4
href="

The following

<link rel="4g

NOTE4 As

:y: ally:certililerCredentlial AT ACCess1D111Ty Ratlng meta
hat evaluates the content has provided a detailed report of its assessment, a ink
provided inan ally:certifierReport property (A.2.1).

example shows a link to a remotely hosted accessibility report.

lly:certifierReport"
http://www.example.com/ally/report/9780000000001"/>

example shows a link to a locally hosted accessibility report.

l1y:certifierReport" href="reports/ally.xhtml"/>

conformance njetadata is expressed outside of the EPUB package document;

NOTES5  Thi
publication as
metadata expr
effects of distr

8 Optimiz

Although WC
accessible, co
optimized for
designed for g

For example,

of the content
consumable b
navigate betw

In other word
achieve a WC/

document does not define requirements for accessibility metadata external to an |
part of distribution metadata. Ensuring consistency between internal and external acces

bution on accessibility, see Clause 9.
ed publications

nformant content is not always optimal for specific user groups. Conversely, g
a specific need or reading modality is often not conformant to WCAG because if
broad audience.

hn EPUB publication'\with synchronized text and audio can contain a full audio rec
but limit the text content to only the major headings. In this case, the EPUB public3
y users who needs to hear the content (i.e. they can listen to the full publication a
reen headings); but it is not usable by anyone who cannot hear the audio.

s, whenrah EPUB publication is optimized for specific reading modalities, the fai
\G conformance level does not make it any less accessible to the intended audience.

An EPUB puh

to the

pach metadata format is unique in what it can express, this,document does not mandate how

PUB 3
sibility

essions is the responsibility of authors, publishersiand distributors. For further discussion of the

AG 2.0 (ISO/IEC 40500) providesa general set of guidelines for making content broadly

ontent
is not

ording
tion is
hd can

ure to

lication that has heen optimized shall identify the standard or guidelines the @

ontent

adheres to in a conformsTo property in accordance with [SO 15836-2. The value of this property shall be
an [RIin accordance with RFC 3987 that references the standard or guidelines it follows.

The following example shows a conformance statement for an EPUB 3 publication that conforms to the

DAISY Navigable Audio-only EPUB 3 Guidelines!4],
<package ..>
<metadata>
<link rel="dcterms:conformsTo" href="https://www.daisy.org/guidelines/epub/

navigable-au
</metadat

</package>

dio-only-epub3-guidelines"/>

a>
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If the IRI is not sufficient for a user to understand conformance (e.g. the guidelines are not publicly
available), more information about how the content has been optimized should be provided in the
accessibility summary (6.2).

The following example shows an accessibility summary for an EPUB publication optimized for braille
rendering.

<meta property="schema:accessibilitySummary">
This publication is optimized for braille readers. It will not be
usable by persons who cannot read braille. The publication is designed
for braille reading devices capable of displaying 6 character cells and
40 character line lengths. The text is not contracted, and follows
Unified English Braille formatting conventions. All characters are
iicooea TUSINg The UNicode Dralille character sec.

</metd>
The following example shows an accessibility summary for an EPUB publication aptimjzed for audio
rendeyfing.

<meta |property="schema:accessibilitySummary">
THis publication is an audio book. It will not be usable by perSons who
cgnnot hear the audio. The publication is recorded by a profesgional
ndrrator. There is navigation to the beginning of each chaptér. The text
off the publication is not included. Images are not includ€d, but the
pHjoto captions are narrated at the end of the chapter @here they occur.
</metd>
NOTE This document does not define or recommend standards¢or'guidelines for the producti¢n of optimized
contenf. The informative EPUB Optimized Publication Standards Registryl8] is maintained separately from this
document, but no endorsement of the standards is implied.

9 Distribution

The creation of an EPUB publication that is acgessible does not in itself guarantee that the content will
be obtpinable or consumable by users. Depénding on how the EPUB publication is distfibuted, other
factorg will influence its overall accessibility.

Not allithese factors are under the control of the author. For example, an accessible interfafe for locating
and obtaining content is an essential part of the distribution process, as is the ability fo search and
review accessibility metadata:"Suich interfaces are typically out of the control of content authors,
howeveer, as distribution of EPUB publications is often done through third parties. Even when an author
contrals their own distribution, the accessibility of their bookstore, library and/or reading system can
be outpide their control

There|are, however;.‘decisions an author can control when their content is distribyited, such as
what digital rightsto apply to their EPUB publications. Although these decisions are njot part of the
preparation of.their EPUB publications, their potential impact on users means attentioh needs to be
paid tg them;

To minimize the effects of distribution on accessibility, authors are therefore advised toladhere to the
following distribution practices:

— they do notimpose restrictions that impair access by assistive technologies; and

— they include accessibility metadata in the record format required for distribution of an EPUB
publication when such metadata is supported by the format.

NOTE Following the guidance in this clause does not restrict authors from using distributors whose digital
rights management schemes impair accessibility. The intent is that the author does not impair accessibility
by activating a feature that that would normally not be active (e.g. restricting access to the text by assistive
technologies).
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A.1 Overview

Annex A
(informative)

EPUB accessibility vocabulary

A.1.1 Abodt this vocabulary

This vocabulg
document me

A.1.2 Refel

The base IRI for referencing this vocabulary is

http://www. i

The prefix "a
declared in th

A.2 Confol

A.2.1 certif

fadata.

1 1y:

iedBy

ry defines properties for describing the accessibility of EPUB publications in/the p

encing
Hdpf.org/epub/vocab/package/ally/#.
is reserved for use with properties in this vocabulary and does not have

e package document.

"mance properties

hckage

to be

Name:

certifiedBy

Description

Identifies a party responsible for the testing and certification of the accessibility
of an EPUB publication

Allowed valye(s):

xsd:string

Cardinality: One or more

Exarnp]e: <meta property="ally:certifiedBy">Accessibility Testers Group</mefa>
A.2.2 certifierCredential

Name: certifierCredential

Description [dentifies a credential or badge that establishes the authority of the party iflenti-

fied in the certifiedBy property to certify content accessible

Allowed value{s):

XSA:SCLing

Cardinality:

Zero or more

Example:

<meta property="ally:certifierCredential™>DAISY OK</meta>

A.2.3 certifierReport

Name:

certifierReport

Description:

Provides a link to an accessibility report created by the party identified in the
certifiedBy property

Allowed value(s):

xsd:anyURI

Cardinality:

Zero or more

10
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